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THE NATIONAL ANTI“ MORMON*, LEAGUE. 
— 
b following from the Oleveland Leader will give our readers some 
additional insight into the character and designs of the secret society 
— suppression of * Mormonism” recently organized in Oleveland, Ohio: 
„Another meeting of those interested in the movement to establish a society for the 
‘guppression of polygamy, was held last evening at the rooms of the orgamitation in 
Superior Street. The Committee on Constitution submitted report, which embodied 
list. of laws for the government of, the | ‘thet the 
society be called The National League for the of Polygamy,’ 
vine heartily, spare ved and the name unanimously adopted. Ge 
Abe rules committee were in substance as follows: 
of the policy and work of the organization; that a fund of $25,000 be guaranteed for 
Purpose of forming leagues in all the cities and large ‘towns of the State; that the pro- 
eecedings ef the League be secret, except such parts as will be beneficial to the organiza- 
tion and s source of enlightenment to the public; that a ‘Reserve Legion’ be formed, to 
Senet ern all religions and nationalities, irrespective of political beliefs, to 


out the purposes of the League when the proper time shall have 


-wabscribe money for amy cause 
} ‘That lenges be in evry ity and: in the State, and: penctioal 


‘endeavors be made to obliterate n Mormon, Elders from travel - 
ng about the country for the purpose of | doctrine of their debasing creed. é 
election the constitution. The offices created 


as s: Presidetit, Vice-President, Secretary, Disbursing’ Treasurer, Receiving 
“Treasurer, Ainditor, Sentinel and Exeontive Committes;’ All the officialé are well known 
citigens. Lettees were read from gentlemen in Oinoinnati, Colnmbna, Toledo, Daytan 
to have some arrangements made by which the ic could come 
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8 
mnnicat th the league, ‘as valuable suggesuons would undoubtedly be secured thereby. 
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While the members of the organizatien at present deem it best to withhold their names 
from the press for obvious reasons, a number of them are known te the Leader. The 


President is a gentleman of large experience, and is prominent in professional circles. 
The other officers are equdlly well known, some of them being leading business men. 
The nature of their work makes it necessarily secret to a certain extent, and for the 
time being they propose to work quietly but diligently.” | 

As we remarked in treating upon the subject previously, it is somewhat 
singular that this movement, which is evidently destined to become national, 
as its name would imply, should have its origin in Ohio. It was not only in 
that State that the Prophet Joseph Smith received a revelation pointing to 
_ the organization of secret agencies of that character, but there also it was 
(in the Kirtland Temple) that he received the fullness of the keys of authority 

of the Priesthood in relation to the establishment and operation of the king- 
dom of God on the earth. Satan, who is the father of the works of dark- 
ness, has selected the same region as the head-centre of his secret fight with 
the powers of heaven. 

We look upon the movement as essentially religious, and, to preserve the 

unanimity of the organization, all religious and political differences are to be 
sunk, or swallowed up in the attainment of the object in view. The opera- 
tions are to be done in darkness, for the same reason that the wicked always 
seck to hide their counsels from the Lord--because “their deeds are evil.” 
They are necessarily of such a character as would bring the perpetrators 
wae the unmitigated contempt and e of all good people every- 
‘where. 
As we before predicted, such societies, — 1 in unison with a menos 
popular sentiment, are necessarily propagative, and branches of the League 
‘ate to be established in every city and town of the State. We were also 
‘right in prognosticating that one of the objects would be to prevent the 
Elders from traveling or delivering the Gospel message to the people. This 
means, 80 far as the society shall have power, the expulsion of the brethren 
from the State. 

Judging frum the congratulatory letters received, and inquiries ond 
-guggestions made from various parts of the country, other States will soon 
‘follow suit, and perhaps the secret combination will spread all over the 
country until it proves a complete network, for so it is predicted in the direct 

prophecies of Joseph Smith and the predictions of the Book of Mormon. © 


Such movements necessarily resort to the most extreme measures. Step 
by step they are led by the power of the Prince of Darkness, until their 
hearts are filled to overflowing with the gall of bitterness and the spirit of 
murder. Let the nation beware. It should take warning at once, and sup- 
Press an organization instituted for illegal, cold-blooded and barbarous pur- 
poses. If it is suffered to spread over the land, the sword of the justice of 
the Almighty will descend upon the nation, and cries of woe shall ascend 
from ve end of the land to the other, for the voice of Omnipotence hath 
speken it. 

We ulmost shudder when we contemplate what has been foretold regiittitilg 
‘the deeds of these combinations and their consequences. The Prophet 
Mardui, speaking on the 2 said: For the Lord will not suffer tliat the 
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blood of His Saints, which shall be shed by them, shall always cry unto Him 
‘from the ground for vengeance upon them, and yet he avenge them not.” 
32 of Mormon, page 588.) 

Ia the 28th chapter of the 2nd Book of Nephi, thet Prophet gives a vivid 
‘picture of the existing condition of the people, religiously and otherwise, and 
‘expresses the situation regarding the secret works of darkness thus: “ And 
there shall be many which shall teach after this manner, false and vain and 
foolish doctrines, and shall be puffed up in their hearts, and shall seek deep 
to hide their counsels from the Lord; and their works shall be in the dark. 
And the blood of the Saints shall cry from the ground against them.” 

We have looked upon the remarkable multiplication of secret societies, 
whose objects are the securing for themselves of power and plunder, not 
stopping short of murder most foul in seeking the attainment of these objects, 
as fulfilling the predictions of the Book of Mormon. But it has only now 
developed that this secret revolutionary agent is about to be directed against 
the Saints, and it only needs that the blood of some of the people of God be 
spilled by this means to culminate the horrible iniquity. 

But should this secret abomination spread over the country, shooting out 
its branches from the Ohio nucleus, and an underhanded course—only 
‘resorted to by the basest cowards—be inaugurated to prevent the Elders from 
‘declaring that God has again spoken from heaven, it is the country’s look 
out for the consequence. When there is a total rejection of the message, 
wo presume the Elders will be ready to relinquish their God-given labor, but 

they will continue to cry repentance to this generation until He who is at 

the helm of this werk shall say it is enough,” which He will assuredly do if 
the people do not turn ae gee seek the righteousness of the king- 
dom of God. 

The work which the Almighty has established will never cease its progress, 
and those who imagine they can stop its development had better undertake 
to chain a thunderbolt with a cotton thread, as an easier undertaking. — 
Deseret News. 


A NEW WAY TO ATTACK POLYGAMY. 


(From the New York Mirror.) 


n the brilliant days of Clay and Crittenden, Rowan, Hardin and the 
“Marshalls, the State of Kentucky has ceased to furnish statesmen or jurists 
of profound ability. She is now in the rut of mediocrity so far as her official 
‘position in the Federal government is concerned, being misrepresented by 
Harlan, of the United States Supreme Court, and Murray, Governor of Utah. 
The last-named functionary seems to be a semi-lunatic, or, if not that, a man 
wretchedly ignorant of the institutions and organic law of his country. Just 
now he is bellowing about another “ irrepressible conflict,” in which a hand- 
fal of Mormons are to conspicuously figure as belligerent. These native 
and imported polygumists really, in Murray's judgment, jeopardize the re- 
publie with its 50,000,000 people! To avert the calamity of war, and to bring 
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the Mormons to a sense of the provisions of the Edmunds bill, which the late 
Judge Black tore into shreds and threw behind him in legal debris, Governor 
Murray gravely proposes that United States soldiers shall be used to serve 
the process of the civil courts in Utah. Todo that in time of peace would be 
to violate Article Third of the Federal Constitution, which prohibits. tt 
quartering of soldiers in any house without the consent of the owner. 
process · server levies upon property, holds it, and is, therefore, quartered, 
and if that can be done in a Territory which has a judiciary and a Legials- 
ture, it can be done in.a State. The only way that soldiers can be made 
sheriffs is to declare Utah under martial law and in a state of actual war, 
and then their official duties; under the article named, must be “ prescribed 
by law.” A Territory as an inchoate State has recognized rights, and the 
citizens thereof cannot be divested of such rights as are personal. Governor 
Murray went to Utah with a blare of trumpeta He was to crush out polyg- 
-amy and, like the Vicar of Wakefield, rejoiee in @ millennial. era of mopog- 
amy. But Taylor and his so-called Latter-day Saints have outwitted him, 
and he is terribly sore over his failure. One cannot very well see how the 
Mormon iniquity.is to be settled under our ſorm of government. Perhaps a 
suggestion may be in order. ‘Suppose the army of gentlemen of the, pulpit,. 
who every year enjoy a summer vacation in Europe or at our, seaside or in- 
terior resorts, try their hand in breaking down polygamy. Let them go every 
summer to Utah, preach, pray, sing and make a valiant attack on Bishop 
Taylor and his gang of Mormon prelates, Many of these clergymen are hand- 
‘some, and could easily convert the more imaginative of the sisters; others 
‘are married men, who might carry their wives with them to Salt Lake City 
and show the blessedness of monogamy. Try it, and see how, far individual 


magnetism, moral suasion and example will go to dissipate polygam y 

OONSTITUTIONAL: 
Tue St. Paul and Minneapolis Pioneer, one of the most able journals in the 


country, has the following forcible article A 
That precocious infant which styles itself the National League for the 
Suppression of Polygamy, appears to be about on a par with the average pro- 
hibition union, from which it borrows its cardinal principle: that is, all that 
is needed to forever banish any evil from the sacred ptecincts of this favored 
land, is to pass 4 constitutional amendment forbidding it. This curions 
body, which is said to be a secret, organization, has issued an address to the 
public such as should delight the hearts of the Mormon lobby at Washingtop. 
The greater part of the precious document, is devoted to abuse of Mormon- 
iam, and is, therefore, outside of the limits of any consideration with a view 
possible legislative remedies, It asserts, incidentally, that. ‘Congress has 
taken little interest in the matter,’ whereas, the interest. taken is such gato 
haye become slightly wearisome to the country; and it concludés with the 
appeal already referred to, asking that petitions be everywhere circulated for 
dhe submission of an anti- polygamy amendment to the national constitution. 
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It would be cruel to inflict at present any farther discussion of the polygamy 
question upon a long-suffering public. The. matter is now in proper shape 
for congressional action, u, and no doubt euch measures. w U de passed as will 
aid in enforcing the laws of the United States in Utäh. But the spread of 
the idea that anything and everythibg can be dene by constitutional amend- 
ments is something worthy ot publid attention. How this flimsiest of all 
fallacies can find lodgmont in the brain of any intalligeut person, must remain 
of a mystery as if edpcated, people were call in an Indian medicine 
m of their il. Tverybedy that constitution is no 
or specific regulations aimed at particular practices, Everybody is 
ere te, kaos, that a constitution js, merely, so much waste paper until 
legislative : acts are provided, for enforcing it; and that, if the laws of a State. 
or nation are disobeyed, to call i in the aid of the constitution is a8 silly as for 
a man to conclude | himself @ millionaire because he holds a promissory note 
. signed py: a bankrupt unable b 0 > pay one cent on ‘the dollar. But mysterious 
law of ‘nature has brought 3 the cycle where the amendment craze reigns. 
2 and the Cleveland eague only follows where the probibition party. 
the way. Of course, could such an organization ever amount to any- 
+ lt Would! but figut the battle of ‘polygamy as prohibition’ is fighting the 
battles of free Whiskey.’ 


HARD, STRUGGLE, 

te fy — 
‘Tete in — the following, 
which though written ——— —— — iter 


— t N thing enclonure of the 

— the foul slanders 
the afflicted church. érmon rulers An for the’ 


News, albeit it w is proving inadequate to the mighty task | 
Let it find comfort in the fact that the affliction of the righteous is but the way that the, 


God of tao pecs 


_ strongly marked. But we are not disheartened. ‘ When callutny comes with a greater 
Ocean or ahy journal should hare 

may rest assured ‘that it wilk 


N the “whereabouts of Mrs. 


arker Armstrong, relict of Wm. ‘Armstrong, d ece who left Eng- 
and is supposed to have fone to Utah, ‘will “Obli sendin 
to John 36 Syren St, Brasenose Road, off Bankh 
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UTAH NEWS. 
— — — EL 


Wheat in Sanpete is selling at 50 cents per bushel. — be ) 
Gleich- riding is the order of the day in Cache Valley. tat nat 
It is expected that the Manti Temple will be dedicated in 1685. WOE 


The construction of the cable tramway, which is to extend from tle Denver 
and Rio Grande depot, in Salt Lake City to Fort Douglas is to be a 
early next spring. 

The apple crop in Sanpete the past season has been very good, and is’ 
fruit is entirely free from the grubs which are found in the apples i in some 
other parts of the Territory. 

Brocade satin, of a quality equal to any which is imported, is now being 

manufactured by James Chalmers, in Salt Lake City. Mrs. Chadwick, who 
lately emigrated from London, has also engaged in the manufacture of silk 
fabrics in Provo. 


An old man named Benjamin Bartlett, formerly of Brimall, ‘Monmonth-, 
shire, England, was accidentally knocked down and run over by a street car 


in Salt Lake City on the Ist inst., receiving such injuries as to cause his 
death a few hours afterwards. 


C. W. Penrose, who has been on a three weeks trip through Colorado, 
Arizona and California, to recuperate, is back in Salt Lake City and at his 
old post as editor of the Deseret News, much improved: in health. mee 
3 about 3, 700 miles during his absence. 


The Saints living in Salt Lake City, who formerly belonged to the Middles- 
3 branch of the Durham Conference, had a very pleasant re- union in 
the 4th Ward school-house, on the 29th ult. (Thanksgiving Day), Several. 
hours were spent; in fenating and social. enjoyment, listening addresses,, 
recitations, etc. 

Salt Lake City corporation in securing the title to the land in City Creek 
Canyon, all the way up to the headwaters, so that those who have been 
desirous of establishing factories of various kinds in the creek, or of herding 
sheep on the mountains in that region, all of which would tend to befoul the 
water from which the inhanitants of the city supply. for domentio. 
use, may be effectually shut out. : 

prepared in Utah, and oatmeal is now also made there, so that there is no 
need of importing it from abroad. A miller in St. Charles, Bear Lake Valley, 
has recently started the manufacture of this excellent article of diet. There. 
is no country in the world which produces better oats than Utah, and there 
is no reason why oatmeal should have to ve imported to that Territory. 

A curious circumstance is related in connection with the death of the late 
Elder David P. Kimball, which was announced in our last issne. He was 
lost on the desert in Arizona a couple of years ago, and after his return pee 
he related to his family and friends that during bis absence he had been 


9 
* 


LATTER-DA} SAINTS’ MILLENNIA STAR. 838 


visited by his father, who had been a number of years dead, and — 
that he must accompany him. David, however, plead to be allowed to live 
two years longer, and the privilege was granted. It was just two years from 
that time that he died. 

C. Tragellet, of Rickwoud, who has been dealing in general merchandise 
for some time past, and who has been too li in extending credit, lately 
found it necessary to make an assignment and close up his business. He 
settled in full with all his creditors, and one of them, who had himself once 
failed in business, advised him (after getting his pay, by the way,) to “stow 
away some of those goods Brother Traveller gave him to understand he 
was not that kind of a map, He has the satisfaction of knowing that he has 
acted honorably and wronged no one, and is practically free from debt, 
though he is broken up in business, 

At a meeting held in Springville, Brother O. B. Huntington, an old * 
reliable member of the Church, stated that one morning, when he was a boy 
living at bome with his parents, Brother Joseph Smith, Sen., came into his 
Father's house, appearing quite pleased about something, and said to his 
father, ‘Brother Huntington, how long do you think we shall live here at 
Nauvoo, and where do you think we shall go when we leave heret’ He replied, 
‘I do not know. Brother Smith said, ‘the Lord has made it known to Joseph 
that we shall stay here just seven years, and then we shall move we clear 
beyond the Rocky Mountains, among the Indians“ 

The mining town Frisco, in the western part of Beaver Co, — 
dead. A few years ago it was one of the liveliest business centers in Utah, 
but, like many other places of mushroom growth and mining and smelting. 
dependence, it flourished for a brief season only, during which time vast 
fortunes were made and squandered there. The inhabitants were mostly of 
the floating, adventurous class, who led fast lives and were characterized by a 
general spirit of recklessness, and as the mines failed they drifted off to other 
places, leaving their deserted cabins, empty business houses, silent stamp 
mills and ‘burned out smelters, to tell the tale of Frisco’s former greatness. 

The contest betweén the Union Pacific and Denver and Rio Grande ruil- 
roads on the matter of freight tariff still continues. The rate has now been 
reduced to Beta per 100 Iba, without regard to classification, and it is even 
thought it will go as low as 10cts. per ct. before a pooling arrangement will 
be effected between the two roads. In the meantime the Salt Lake merchants, 
tempted by the excessively low tariffs, hdve been rushing in merchandise so 
that it is now said that there are more goods in that city—and doubtless the 
same is true of Ogden and Provo also than ever before. This may prove a 
great advantage to those who have money on hand to meet their bills, but 
those who have bought goods on time, and are depending upon sales to pay 
for them, may have causé to regret Weir heuer investments. 


“LONDON CONFERENCE. Meetings of the London Conference will 
be held i in Orson Assembly Rooms, New Road, Commercial Road, London, 
E. on Sunday, January 13, 1884, commencing at 10-30 A m., and 2-30 and 
6-30 p.m. President John Henry Smith ne be ih attendance. 


* 
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“MONDAY, DECEMBER 2. 1683, ai boltse 
THE WINTER'S WORK. 

ae 


In the 48th sending of the Stak we gave some A the Elders and 
Saints in regard to the season’s work, and we have now a few additional hints 
td offer. We shall: Adress them more particularly to the Conference. Presi-; 
demts, aud we trust that they will be received. in nape 
Offered and promptly acted upon. 

In the first place, we would like ful atatiotical bete fon 
yéar made out and torwarded to we as 
tlie 26th: ‘Of January. 

thorough straightening up of the: various 
every Conference should be inaugurated immediately. New life should be 
indtised' into the members us far as possible, and those who bave lost, the 
spirit of the Gospel and cannot be revived, should, be ont off. The body, of, 
the Church will be more healthy as well as more e. if relieved of such 
useless andl unbecoming excrescence. 

The brethren; who have proved — the Priesthood, “should 
be ordained:te the office of Deacon, Priest, Teacher or Elder, as the cases may, 
severally require, and given to do at helping the 
made: to feel some responsibility, , 

Those best tor acting in such a should upon 


atic manner. 
Where Branches are sufficiently large for Ladies’. Rell Bertie. * 
Improvement Associations or 8 Schools, to be organized in mit 8 uch 
organizations should be under the direction of the 
all of whom are familiar with the obj and nature of uch organizations 
Utah, after which they should 


dents of the Branches, by going out ona Sabbath day, or during the evenings 
of the week; when an opportunity is afforded, and holding meetings in private 
houses, in the places where they reside or in neighboring villages and towns. 
„The custom of calling the local members of the, Priesthood to perform 
missionary labor used to prevail to a very, great extent throughout the 
mission, but it has of late years fallen into dispse, We are, however, in 
favor of reviving it. Such persons can, through their extensive acquaintance 
| frequently.make their way and open new missionary fields, even better than 
the Traveling. Elders. , | 
The distribution of | | | | | | h and 


eren; ‘abd Tr fragt — 
the work of God may be instituted throughout 
—— ens} hetater od blr 


‘SAINTS 
mediately, with enengy, and 

rue ‘soon -eppdrent — ol 


Wu learn from Holy Writ that the Lord bas, upon various occasions, in the 
past, mmνν⁰jDted His will or sant warzings te persons living upon this 
— — dreams. The case af Abimelech is one of this 
kind. (Gen We read that“ Godeame to Abimelech in dream by 
night” and made it known to him that he would commit à sin if he took Sarah 
from Abraham, as she was his wife, althongh she had been represented as his 
sister... We read of Jacob also having 4 most glorious dream upon one 
occasion in which an important revelation from the Lord was made known 
poto bim (Gen. xxviii. 13-15) Again we are told that God came to Laben, 
the Syrian, in a dream by night,” and, warned him against attempting to 
wreak vengsanoe on) Jacob (Gen. Xxxi. Joseph the eon of Jacob.became 
qnite noted us 4; dreamer and as an interprster of dreams, and we are all 
familiar with the cireurastances copnected therewith, as we are with the dream 
of Nebuchadnezzar. and the inspired, interyrstation of Daniel Later on we 
read of the dreams of Joseph, the reputed — af — 17 . in which he 
was cautioned agai flee into Egypt 
to save the life of — 2500 ra rn ule ich the wise men 
were warned not to return to Herod; the — of — wife, etc. 
From all these we learn that dreams are semmtines in the nature of revela- 
tions ‘from. God, aid it is important that they should be observed and profited 
by. ceves tash 
Our attention has been drawn to this subject by reading in the Deseret 
News ah account given by one of the Eldete ofa warning which the late 
Bishop Chitles E. ‘Robison received, died’ ad King Moantafu, ‘Bouth 
lind, on st while 
„Charlie, you only aif Nott left 4 
ol Bett suppdsed at the {dicated 
10 K et 
ence may he daun to the labor in, which Brother, 
and the reason why his pregence was required in anather 
Mary. Gordon, member of the Charoh; living. at — 
where Elder Robison died, a month afterwards had a dream, in which her father (whose 
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name was Harkness, and who died soon after the civil war, in which rp par 
to her and said that Brother Robison (then dead} had 
of the truth of the Gospel. He further declared that his daughter (Mrs; Gordon) had 
embraced the true Church, nnd that he depended wpen her for hie ‘Temple: work: to be 
‘Gone, an his von, who then lived in Colorado, had wpostatized, after joining the 

and emigrating to that State. Mrs. Gordon afterwards learned, although her dream was 


the first intimation she hag had of it, that such was really the case, that her brother had 
fallen away from the faith.” 

Numerous instances could be related, in which the Latter-day Saint Eider 
labaring as missionaries in various lands have been warned by dreams of 
dangers they were about to meet with, and. shown how they could escape 
from them. We have been assured by some Elders, that they have been 
shewn in dreams beforehand nearly every circumstance of importance that 
das occurred in their missionary experience. Much speculation has been 
indulged i in by various writers as.to the philosopby of dreams, and yet there 
is about as little known in regard to the subject now as there ever was. We 
do ‘not propose at the present time to enter into a dissertation upon 20 
abstruse a subject, or venture an opinion as to whether during our sleeping 
moments our spirits ever leave our bodies and ramble off as our dreams would 
seem to indicate, ot whether other spirits actually come and commune with 
them. Nor do we wish to intimate that any special importance should be 
attached to the majority of the vagaries that flit through our minds during 
dur sleeping moments. But we should like to impress upon all our readers 
the necessity of learning to detect “the whisperiugs of the Spirit,“ as given 
to us either when asleep or awake, and of carefully obeying the same. It is 
by this means we may expect to avoid the many pitfalls that beset r 
way, and learn things that will make us wise unto — 1 


‘ad 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 

„Ader Jos. iA. West, writing from Ogden, Utah, on the 27th ult, to Presi 

dent John Henry Smith, says: 
Many times since my return home have I determined to write to you, a 
business matters, in connection with great solicitude for Brother Lorenzo M. Richards’ 
recovery, have thus far prevented, I trust you will not esteem it any lack of personal 
regard, or because of any forgetfulness of the many kindnesses bestowed upon me while 
under your presidency in England. I cherish our brief association and labor there with 
such a fond remembrance, that, were circumstances different at home, I could most 
heartily wish myself back again, even in the fogs of old London or the grey mists of the 
Isle of Man. 

“Not unfrequently do T dream of my old companions and my interesting labors in 
those lands, and I am sometimes led to wonder whether my labors there are ‘at an end; 
whether I came home before I should have done, end it I may not possibly, in the provi- 
dence of the Lord, again labor as a minister of the Gospel in that land. Arent very 
fortunate thing, so far as matters at home are concerned, that I came just as I did. 

“‘ The season for businéss has been exceptionally dull, and now that the R R. com- 
panies have been cutting the rate for freight, the country is becoming deluged with 
merchandise of every kind, which in being effered at greatly reduced prices, and yet no 
impetus is given to busines thereby. 
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Anale of all this, involving the ruin of many home merchauta, and the bankruptcy of one, 
at legst, of the competing lines of railway... The D. & R. G. certainly cannet stand the 
pressure very long, and the U. P. seems determined to Aight it to the bitter end. It has 
effectually subjugated many of ita western competitors, and may do the same with this 
one. -The.rates ,were.first rednoed from b to Bot per hundred: on all freight: west of 
the Missouri river, regardless of classification, and yesterday they made a still further cut 
of twenty-five cents, thus giving uss zhilling per hundred rate on 1,053 miles transporta- 
tion. I do not think that even old England, with ber excellent railway system. and cheap 
As to the result of the visit of Franklin 8. Richards, in connection with President 
Geo. Q. Cannon and Hon. John T. Caine, to the east, I know bat little. Their stay has 
been very protracted, covering twice the time at first calculated upon. Brother Caine 
.t of December, 
Everything in Zion, ecolesiastically, politically and financially, is remarkably quiet. 
In the east, however, the religious chaldron seems to be boiling over. It seems very 
galling to our pious Christian friends in this boasted land of religious liberty, to see us 
quietly pursuing the even tenor of our way, regardless of their howlings or their legisla- 
tion. I see that England is also becoming somewhat agitated over this great world - 
wide, world-renowned question. How singular it is that a handful of people, in what a 
few years since was known as the ‘western wilds of America,’ should oceasien such 4 
commotion. But God has decreed that we shall be as a city set upon a hill,’ and truly 
we are becoming such, not only with respect to our geographical position as a people, but 
also as to the attention that we are receiving from the world at large. Place the same 
number of people as inkabit these valleys in one of the rural districts of England, or in 
one of her large cities, and give them any other name than that of ‘Mormon,’ and they 
would scarcely be known beyond the confines of the kingdem; but here we are known to- 
all the world, and our influence is feared and felt in nearly every Christian nation. As 
a last measure to destroy us, our enemies are advocating the organization and use of 
secret aocieties in all the leading cities of the cast, which, with ample funds at their on 
mand, and secret emissaries in all of the towns and villages of Utah, can spy out and 
bring to (in)-justice all the real or imaginary offenders against their pious Christian(?)- 
code. It is a novel method, but as it is entirely different from anything heretofore em- 
ployed, it may gain favor until demonstrated equally futile with all other plans con- 
cocted for our overthrow. Congress will doubtless ‘be pressed into some measures of 
legialation, though many of our leading statesmen seem loth to do anything until existing 
laws have been given a full, fair trial. 


NEWS FROM A MISSIONARY IN TEXAS, 


Elder Sidney Teeples, who is on a mission to the Southern States, writing 
from Troupe, Smith Co., Texas, Dec. 2, 1883, says: 

I have had a few chills, but thank God they have left me, and I am well and getting 
fat, and in my weak way am traveling and preaching the everlasting Gospel. We have- 
held five meetings within the last ten days. We find some that are very bitter against 
us; then others that are kind to us. We have not had to lie out of doors as yet, or suffer" 
for the want of food, and we have not been mobbed, 0 I think we are getting along well, 
considering the prejudice against our people. This.country has been flooded with all 
kinds of anti- Mormon’ publications, such as Ann Eliza Young’s and Western Wilds,’ and 
newspaper reports against us, but I think you know how this goes. This is a new field; 
there is only one family in this State that belongs to our faith, and two Elders, that is, 
Brother Cram and myself, We find plenty of people here who never saw any of our 
people before. Seeing us in passing through amall towns, they will get in crowds and 
stand and lock at us, and children seem to be afraid to venture too near us; but I can 
ay as Paul did: ‘I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God. 


* 
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‘unto salvation.’ I am thankful'te God that I am considered worthy to bear my humble 

testimony to this people, which I have done many times Iwas sorry to hear of Brother 
Dan Olsen having to return home on sevourit of bad health: Von may think’that T. 
have not much to do, but I never was busy. Whine to bey 


er Who lately emigrated from near Liver 


pool, has Written a letter to frend here, fromm which are permitted to 
make the.following extracts? dol, bas sonaa’) 
14 miles fre, Bal Lake Oty plas ‘Big d 
wrod, My husband bas regular work at's paper mill, and -we are ‘getting along very 
comfortably. I like this place very well, and I wouldn't go back to old Higa 
anything in the world. We have a nice pig that I am feeding up fer Ohristmas, & Sek 
et Hour in the house plenty of potatoes and’ meat, and we are really cotmfortable and | 
getting better all the time. "We have baute weather, 
| 


THE SOUTHERN iw 


4 correspondent writit from Holden, Millard, * 10 Tider 
Bennett, of this Office, under date of 3rd inst., says: * 

I received a letter from Brother John Ashby, ‘who putin — — 
‘States, to-day. He said that he had good health, but some of the people were using him « 
and his companion rather roughly. They held meeting one night, and u number of men 
came into the room in which they were preaching, and tried to drum them out. They.’ 
called for order three or four times, but did not suceeed in getting them to mind, and 
then Brother Ashby arose and commenced preaching as loud as he could; and what he» 
said had such an effect on his hearers that in les than five minutes all their. noise had 
ceased, — — 
ia ad 


1 j ‘7 16 


— — — — 


CONVERSATION 

B. to C. — Mrs. C., Ihave bm fd you hare joined the 


C. Indeed; is that anything 
Pay know you have a deal about them, and ys seemed to eke 
you T have heard that yo 7 hi have 


It beetiis to me that you ate not Hyht anyWhete.” * 
been right unywbere, tor 1 hive never fotind a 
people till dw ‘who truly believe the Bible from beginnitig to end. one would be- 


livve one part; another sset Would believe anothé? Part; ons wodld bay, titre?! 
another would say, “Christ is there,” bat I never before foutid“ a people who thought it 
their duty to obey all the countiandshents of God ‘as found tn the Bible. 

Come, how, do not talk like that; the seots Gennot ‘all wrong.” 


C. well, you aré's Wesléyai, Wa. Ton, 


— 


141 never be given you in large measure "OOK Bt IL. see 
there are certain conditions laid down which must be complied you have any 
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right to expect the gift of. fan. Ghent, the Holy Ghost follows. 
baptiam. 

A I do.not believe that shall be shut out of because I am not ber- 


you any right to expect heaven after living all your life ia willful disobedi- 

to Geda known als 

. 0. you are - Baptist and ita very well for you to talk erben I do not believe: 
thet baptism in essential to salvation. 

C. Do you think that our heavenly Father wereld give us 2 3 that He ad 
————— He is not a Being of that kind. There is the com- 
mand — Repent and be baptized,” and we must obey it er suffer the consequences, and 
there are no exceptionn, (When Christ first gave the command to His disciples, He said, 

Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them,” etc. And Peter, who was one 
al those who.received the command from his: Master's lips, repeated it on the Day of 
Holy Ghost promi 
A--Wal, I do nad understand the Mormon doctrine ab all. 

C.— Then let me advise you to do as I have done — hay all then 
take any of the writings of the Latter-day Saints you like, and éxamine them in connec- 
tion with the Bible, and with prayer for the help of the Holy Spirit, and you cannot but 

_ pee that they accept the Bible and obey its commands. We; who have émbraced the 
Gospel ss preached by the Latter-daly Saints, can testify that the work if of God. We 
know of.a.surety that the Holy. Ghost is given to such, and such only, as have received 
| the truth as it is in Jesus It is a cause of deep regret te me that I did not embrace the 
truth earlier in life. More than thirty years ago the truth was laid before me, but, like 
many others, I was blinded by prejudice and closed: my heart against it; and after that. 
‘Tangued that I had been baptized, and 
. could not tee that anything more was required of me. At the same time my conscience 
told me. shat although they baptized, the Baptists did not seek nor believe in the gift of 
the Holy Ghost or-the remission of.sins by’ baptism, and I never felt that I was standing 
on safe ground. Nino I have lived in this village, I have tried to make my home with | 
von Wesleyans, but it: appeared to ind that the longer I went the further I wandered 
from God and the truth, and you know very well that I have never been happy with 
vou. When I heard that my friend, Mrs. ——, had become a Latter-day Saint, I felt 
strongly prejudiced for etinw, but# thought I would deal fairly with them and examine 
for myself; at the same time I was determined that I would not receive anything that 
did not correspond with the Bible, believing that H they speak not according to this 
. word, it is because there is no licht in them,” I prayed earnestly day and night that the 
_ light of truth might shine into my heart, and that I micht not be permitted to imbibe 
“any error or resist any truth. Every opportunity I had I at thelr works 
with the Bible by ‘my side. At first I'Yelt some of their language to be very strong, and 
 T stambled again’ and again, but I could not shut my eyes to the fact that it was the 
trath of God; and I went to Himas's child to its Father, and told Him my perplexities 
and my doubts; my desires and my feats, and asked Him, in my 
and He did not dis- 


peveral I, „. 
sbquig-be tempted.ia any way to lean upon an arm 
of the Hiders 
I soot’ don vineed Mt it Pep rfl lot 
tocthem, Thy people shal? be people, and thy God my God.” Accordingly L 


eae baptized, for whigh J. for I feel satis 
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J would not change my blest estate 
: For all the world calls good or great.” | 

I see there is a great work for me to do, and a short time to“ do it in. 1 dheny 
other reader of the Bible must see, that the end of this dispensation is drawing to a 
close, and that the great and terrible judgments foretold in the Bible will soon overtake 
ence and power I have in disseminating the trath, and to make good use of the talents 
with which I am entrusted. I have had ample experience in other churches to know 
that the Latter-day Saints are the only people with whom I ean work; and although the 
scoffs and jeers of Christians (so-called) already assail my ears, and I have proved 
the truth of the Savior’s words, Ye shall be hated of all men for my sake,” it is my 
desire, with God's help, to go fearlessly forward, and in my humble way to make known 
the truth wherever I have an opportunity. I have lost much time which I cannot recall, 
and I deeply feel the necessity of making the best use of the little that remains to me; 
and now that I have found the truth, may the Lord help me to publish it abroad, and 
geek to win others to a knowledge of the same. It has been clearly revealed to me by 
the Holy Ghost that this peeple have the true Gospel, and this, and this alone, has in- 
duced me to become a Latter-day Saint. 

By taking this step, I shall lose friends who were dear to ln Strong 
ties will have to be severed which will cause many a papg on both sides, but I dare not 
wish it otherwise. It is a consolation to feel that my Father knows all about it, and will 
help me threugh. I have unlimited confidence in His wisdom, His power, and His love, 
and sooner will the pillars of heaven be shaken than His love for His Saints grow cold. 
Since my name has been cast out as evil, I have more peace and joy in my soul than I 
have ever experienced before, for the Holy Ghost, the Comforter promised by Jesus, 
comes to comfort my heart, and I know that I shall have His abiding presence so long as 
I continue in the faith, which the Lord knows is my most earnest desire. My witness 
is in heaven and my record is on high.” I know whom I have believed, and that He is 
able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against that day. I earnestly wish 
vou would study the subject for yourself — 
proaching when those who are not Latter-dsy Saints will wish they were. 

— — — — 
one as long as I live. MIAT T. Compr. 


THE BOOK OF MORMON. 
— 
AUTOGRAPH LETTER OF ORSON PRATT. 
A CORRESPONDENT to the Deseret News who resides in Bingham informs abot 
paper that, becoming interested in the doctrine embraced in the faith of the 
Latier-day Saints about seven or ciglit years ago, he wrote a letter tu the lute 
Apostle Orson Pratt, inquiring about the authenticity of the Book of Mormon. 
He received the fullowing characteristic reply, the letter being Nen 
will probably be read with some interest by many of our readers: 


Historian's Office, Salt Lake City, 1876, 
Mr. V. P. Edwards: 


Dear Sir.—Your letter of inquiry, concerning the divinity of the Book of 
Mormon, and of the religion of the Latter-day Saints, reached me this 
morning. In reply, I can testify to you with all sincerity and truthfulness, 
that the Book of Mormon is a divine revelation, It was translated by iuspi- 
ration, through the aid of the Urim and Thummim. It contains the fullness 
ol the everlasting Gospel, as taught by the resurrected Savior to the ancient 
Nephites, (a remnant of the tribe of Joseph) who inhabited this continent. 
It was brought to light by an angel from heaven; and eonfirmed unto chosen 
witnesses in the same manner. Authority to minister Gospel ordinances was 


* 
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also sent down from heaven, al — on man by the hands of angsls. 
Thus the Latter- day Church of Christ, called the Kingdom of God, was ee 
up on this earth for the last time, that all whe will repent and turn unto the 
Lord, may have the privilege of entering the same, and thus prepare them 
selves for the great day of His coming. 
To believe the truth is one thing; to know the truth is another. We ean 
and ought to believe on good, sound, reasonable and substantial testimong. 
Such faith or belief ought to lead us to good works, to reformation, to obe- 
dienes to the Gospel ordinances ; and thus our faith is made perfect by the 
right kind of works; und the promised blessings are sure to follow, nameby- 
Remission of sins; the baptism of the Holy Ghost, and a knowledge of tie 
truth. To obtain faith or belief in the truth, is certainly a very great blesing: 
but to obtain a kaowledge is a still greater blessing. It is your privilege, sad 
the privilege of all mankind, to eventually arrive ata full knowledge of the 
truth. But faith precedes knowledge: As obedienos follows faith, so knewd- 
edge follows obedience. Whatsoever is guod is of God; whatsoever is evil is 
from beneath. All the revealed doctrines in the Book of Mormon are good, 
and if practiced will injure no one, but will make all who obey them better 
men and better women. He who obeys its heavenly precepts will receivethe 
Holy Ghost ; and through the Holy Ghost he may know for himself that God 
is indeed the great Author of this work. The Holy Ghost will manifest the 
truth of all things which are of God. And blessed are they who receive this 
theavenly gift, and continue in the light thereof to the end of their days, for 
seach shall be saved. 

II you will sincerely and earnestly ask God concerning these impertant 

„Matters, He will greatly enlighten your mind. This shall be a Witness 
* to you: when you, through humble prayer, believe in that sacredi book 
and desire to obey the same, you shall have great joy; but when you doubt 

its divinity, and have a feeling to reject it, you shall have great darkness of 
mind and sorrow of heart, and the spirit of prayer will leave you. 

Yours in kindness, - Orson Pratt, Sen. 


| “CONSECUTIVE POLYGAMY.—The New Vork Mail and Express 
pays: “ ‘Consecutive polygamy’ is a growing evil in Massachusetts, as well as 
in Connecticut, where New Yorkers mostly go fur easy divorees. ‘Phe forty- 
first official registration report of Massachusetts presents a fearfal array of 
statistics, which are thus summarized: ‘In 1863 there were 10,873 marriages; 
in 1882, 17,684, an increase of 62.6 per cent. The number of divorces rose 
from 207 to 516, or 147.6 per ceat, with an estimated increase in the popula- 
tion of 544 Reckoned from 1870, in which year the nine eauses were 
- legalized, it appears that marriages increased 20.1 per cent., while divorces 
" Increased 35.9 percent. During the last ten years the ratio of increasg in 
marriages has been 7.6 per cent., against 147 per cent. ſer divoros. War 
against ‘ consecutive polygamy’ would seem to be first duty of Massachusetts 
and moraliats.” 

If the advice here given were lun ust only in Massachusetts, but in 
other parts of the Union where similar evils abound, the Fp meddlc- 
some classes known as “preachers and maralis ts,” wou ess time te 
_. exercise themselves over imaginary evils in ier van. 


